MACAU ENCONTRO 2010
From 26 November to 6 December 2010
As mentioned in our last Newsletter, we have investigated prices for group travel to Macau for Encontro 2010. Enclosed is an offer from Helen Wong Travel (HWT) for airfare and hotel accommodation, inclusive of transfer costs from HK to Macau and transfer to the hotel.  The Committee is available for consultation but members, who are interested in taking up the offer, should make their bookings with HWT direct. Members should note that they are free to make their own travel arrangements.
Here is some additional information to help you with your deliberations:
GROUP PACKAGE:
· No Program or Agenda has yet been announced by the organisers. We will send this out as soon as we receive it from Macau. Only known function is the Welcoming Reception.
· The Group will depart on Friday 26 November to be able to attend the Welcoming Reception on the evening of Saturday 27 November. From experience this event is a good opportunity to meet delegates from other countries and to make arrangements to catch up during the week.
· The HWT package requires a minimum of 60 travellers to qualify for the advertised prices. If below this number the prices may need to be revised upwards.
· The group needs to travel on the same departure date, but on an exception basis, HWT can help if some members have other travel dates. HWT has more flexibility to accommodate individual needs on the return leg.
· There is also a Hotel only offer for those who prefer to travel independently but stay with the Group during the Encontro.

· HWT is also offering two separate optional post-Encontro offers. One covering additional stay in Hong Kong and the other is travel to Shanghai.

· Before sending this notice out, the Committee made independent pricing investigations and also requested other travel agencies to quote.  Overall HWT provides the most convenient travel time as well as more convenient booking and handling arrangements.

· Other cheaper options included travel via Singapore, adding 6 hours to the travel time with the group arriving in Macau after midnight. Similarly, travel by Virgin Atlantic would also mean arriving in Macau after midnight.
REGISTRATION:
· Members must be registered via the Casa to obtain a delegates’ badge for the various Encontro events. Specific registration forms will need to be completed and returned to Macau in due course. When these are to hand, copies will be sent to members who have registered with the Committee.
· If you are making your own travel arrangements you will still need to register with the Casa to qualify for participation at the various functions, so please keep the Committee informed of your travel plans, so we can send you the Organisers’ registration forms.
· If there are any single travellers looking for a person to share, they should contact Mary Rigby.  Her email address is rigbyfamily@ozemail.com.au 
SUBSIDY:

· As previously announced, the Committee has set aside AUD$20,000 to assist ORDINARY members and their spouse with travel expenses. Please note only those members who have maintained continuous membership since 1 December 2008 will qualify for a subsidy.
· The above sum will be distributed on a pro rata basis, up to a maximum of AUD$200 per qualifying member. Children aged 2 to 12 years, travelling with parents/guardian will receive 75% of the adult subsidy.

· In the event that the Macau organisers provide a subsidy, this will be distributed on a pro rata basis to ALL participating members, including Extraordinary Members. Again only those who have maintained continuous membership since 1 December 2008 will qualify. Children 2 to 12 years will receive 75% of the adult subsidy.
· Please note that subsidies will only be paid on our return from the Encontro.
Enclosed is a form for Members to express their interest in attending the Encontro and indicate their travel preferences. Please complete and return to Mary Rigby at Casa de Macau Inc., PO Box A908 South Sydney NSW 1235 before 31 July 2010
The General Committee
Casa de Macau Australia
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A. Will take up HWT Group Package

B. Will make own travel arrangements

C. Will take up HWT Hotel Only Offer

------------------------------------------------------ 
--------------------------------------------------------
Name (Block Letters Please)


Contact Number


-------------------------------------------------------

Email address

