
Dear Members, 
 

The Committee would 

like to wish all of you a 

Happy and Blessed East-

eré.  
 

Time is flying and after 

the very successful Chi-

nese New Year banquet 

in Sydney, we are all 

working hard, organising 

the Dia de S. Joao events 

in the various states. Each 

State will inform members 

of their specific details as 

they are finalised. NSW 

members, please refer to 

the separate flyer in this 

mail outé.The Commit-

tee has decided to use the 

Eastwood Leagues club 

which we feel will be far 

more comfortable than 

the unheated, Petersham 

Town Hall. We will be 

very interested in your 

feedback from this new 

catering arrangement, 

after the lunch.  
 

Another event members 

can look forward to later 

in the year is the Youth 

Encontro in Macau. This is 

definitely going ahead and 

is most likely to be held in 

June or July. We have sug-

gested to the organisers 

to schedule the reunion 

during our Australian Uni-

versity winter break so 

that younger members 

can participate more easi-

ly. We also suggested that 

the numbers of partici-

pants be increased to at 

least 10 per Casa. APIM 

has taken these sugges-

tions on board and we 

are waiting to hear the 

final details. Meanwhile, 

the Committee has decid-

ed that we will select our 

participants via a ballot. 

Only Ordinary members 

and Ordinary Membersõ 

spouses, aged 18 to 35 

with two consecutive 

years (2009/10) member-

ship, will be eligible for 

the draw. If you qualify 

and are interested in at-

tending this Encontro, 

please email Mary Rigby at 

rigbyfami-

ly@ozemail.com.au . As 

we get more details we 

will inform those who 

have indicated their inter-

est. We are happy to an-

nounce that in addition to 

any subsidy from APIM/

CCM, Casa de Macau 

Australia will contribute 

three travel vouchers val-

ued at $1,200 each. The 
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Presidentõs Report 
Ed Rozario 

For a great many years 

the Macanese people and 

visitors to Macau have 

known that there was 

something special about 

the Municipal Council ð 

the Leal Senado,  the 

ôLoyal Councilõ, with its 

motto, ôN«o H§ Outra 

Mais Lealõ ð ôThere is no 

other more loyalõ. It is a 

source of great pride.  

The origin of the famous 

motto goes back some 

400 years to the days 

when the Macau Council 

had stood firm against 

Spanish overlordship be-

tween 1580 and 1640 

when Portugal and the 

rest of the Portuguese 

empire submitted to 
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Spain. Macau was the only 

Portuguese territory any-

where in the world that 

continued to fly the flag 

of the kingdom of Portu-

gal. Elsewhere, several of 

the strong points estab-

lished by Portuguese em-

pire-builders in the early 

16th century were occu-

pied by the Dutch.  

In 1640, Portugal re-

gained its sovereignty, 

and King John IV came to 

the Portuguese throne.  

Fourteen years later, in 

1654, he bestowed the 

unique distinction, ôLoyalõ, 

on the Macau Council. A 

later King John, John VI, 

gave the Council a fur-

ther dignity ð ôSenadoõ. 

This was a title hitherto 

bestowed only on the 

councils of a few major 

cities both in metropoli-

tan Portugal and in the 

colonies. However, there 

was only one ôLeal Sena-

doõ. It was a title proudly 

borne until the handover 

in 1999. 

What was the Macau 

Council, and what role 

did it play in this tiny ter-

ritory ruled by Portugal 

for four and a half centu-

ries? Quite soon after the 

astonishing expansion of 

the 16th century, the 

Portuguese government 

came to realise that a 

workable form of local 

government would be 

needed in these newly 

acquired places in which 

numbers of Portuguese 

fidalgos (gentlemen) had 

settled. They expected to 

have a part in ruling the 

colony, as they had done 

at home. Other colonial 

powers took far longer to 

come to the same conclu-

sion. For example, the 

British lost the American 

colonies because this im-

portant question had not 

been resolved. A good 

model existed in Portugal 

that was adapted for its 

overseas possessions. 

Throughout the country, 

town councils existed to 

carry out municipal func-

tions. They commonly 

had three to six elected 

councillors (Macau, a 

small place, had three), 

and two judges were also 

members. In the colonies, 

the councils were inde-

pendent of the governor, 

which gave them im-

mense standing in the 

community.  

The councils in Portugal 

and in the colonies saw 

themselves and were 

seen as the social glue of 

the community. Gover-

nors, bishops and judges 

came and went, but the 

councils provided a conti-

nuity that lasted for cen-

turies. They worked 

hand-in-hand with chari-

table organisations such 

as the Santa Casa de Mis-

ericórdia (the Holy 

House of Mercy, which 

despite its name was a 

secular body) and with 

the local ecclesiastical 

authorities, usually the 

bishop. The Catholic 

Church established its 

hierarchy in the Far East 

soon after the arrival of 

Portuguese civil authori-

ties. In India, Goa was 

settled as early as 1510 

and by 1534 became a 

bishopric and in 1558 an 

archbishopric. Macau fol-

lowed. Macau was settled 

in 1557 and the first Bish-

op of Macau was appoint-

ed in 1576.  The Church 

was a powerful presence. 

The main instrumentali-

ties of civil organisations 

also appeared in that first 

generation of Portuguese 

rule in Macau ð the Santa 

Casa de MisericǺrdia in 
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funds for these will come 

from the remaining RAEM 

travel prize which could 

not be taken up by any of 

last yearõs winners and 

from the subsidy which 

CCM provided for presi-

dents to attend the No-

vember 2010 Encontro, 

which was also unused. 
 

Since the Chinese New 

Year function was so well 

supported, we are planing 

an event for September 

this year. Initial thinking is 

to hold a Cha Gordo 

which will include a DJ, 

music and dancing. As 

with the earlier event, the 

Casa will make a small 

contribution towards the 

costs, with members 

meeting the balance. As 

always, the Interstates will 

receive the same financial 

support if they wish to 

hold an event around that 

time. 
 

Finally, I wish to give an 

update on the less exciting 

but none the less, im-

portant issue, concerning 

the DA compliance for 

our Unwins Bridge Road 

property. In November I 

was optimistic that by 

now, we would have re-

solved this issue, unfortu-

nately this is not the case. 

Included with this mail out 

is a separate notice on 

where the Committee 

stands on this matter. I 

encourage you all to read 

it so that you can be full 

apprised of the Commit-

teeõs position and its 

planned action. If you have 

any questions or concerns 

after reading it, please feel 

free to contact me or any 

of the Committee within 

the next two weeks as we 

must decide soon on how 

to proceed. 
 

Have a happy Easter    

everyone! 

Ed Rozario 

President 

(Continued from page 1)               

Presidentõs Report 

The Leal Senado 

ôNão Há 
Outra Mais 

Lealõ ð ôThere 
is no other 

more loyalõ.  
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1569, almost from the 

beginning of the Portu-

guese presence ð and the 

Câmara Municipal, the 

Municipal Council, in 

1586. Like all Portuguese 

councils, the Macau coun-

cil controlled the leasing 

of land, levied rates, fixed 

sale prices, licensed street 

hawkers, maintained 

roads, kept fountains in 

working order and issued 

building licences. It was 

responsible for public or-

der, and organised reli-

gious processions such as 

the important annual Cor-

pus Christi procession.   

As century succeeded 

century, expectations 

changed as urban life be-

came more complex. 

Councils in most parts of 

Europe came to exercise 

powers over town plan-

ning and sometimes public 

health and water supply. 

In modern times we also 

expect councils to look 

after public parks, street 

lighting, garbage collection 

and libraries, a more re-

cent development of the 

civic responsibilities of the 

16th century. 

In the Portuguese colo-

nies, council members 

usually came from the 

leading families in the 

community, and it was a 

mark of honour to be one 

of the vereadores 

(councillors) of the câma-

ra or an irmão (brother) 

of the Santa Casa de Mis-

ericǺrdia.  Those with 

wealth and influence (the 

poderosos, or ôgreat 

onesõ) in the community 

were expected to be ac-

tive both in municipal af-

fairs and in charitable 

work. In Macau, only the 

irmãos de maior condição 

(brothers of higher stand-

ing) could join the miser-

icǺrdia.   That higher 

standing gave the brothers 

something to live up to. 

They must be ômen of 

good conscience and re-

pute, walking in the fear of 

God, modest, charitable 

and humbleõ.  It would be 

asking too much of human 

nature to expect that all 

brothers lived up to such 

a standard, but at least the 

expectation was there. In 

Macau, a small place, with 

comparatively few 

homems de maior con-

dição, the irmãos of the 

misericǺrdia were neces-

sarily a small and elite 

group.  That led to a 

greater expectation within 

the community that their 

job would be conscien-

tiously and effectively 

done. So it was for a very 

long time. These were 

respected community 

leaders, right up to the 

present generation. 

In Macau, the Leal Senado, 

despite its grand title, did 

not for a long time have a 

grand building, unlike the 

Senado de Goa, which 

was housed in a magnifi-

cent structure. Its first 

building was a brick and 

stone structure with a 

walled Chinese-style 

courtyard. In 1784 this 

was replaced by a two-

storeyed building in the 

baroque style. This was 

reconstructed in 1876 

following the catastrophe 

of the great typhoon of 

1874.  It has remained 

largely the same to this 

day, though it now bears 

the rather uninspired 

name Instituto para os 

Assuntos Cívicos e Munic-

ipais, the Civic and Munici-

pal Affairs Bureau of Ma-

cau. Above the entrance 

archway was a bronze 

scroll, proudly recording 

the grant of the Councilõs 

title by King John IV. The 

Council chamber or 

ôGreat Hallõ is on the up-

per floor, reached by a 

flight of stone stairs lead-

ing to a pleasant courtyard 

with enclosed gardens and 

a fountain. As you turn 

around, you find another 

set of stairs leading to the 

Council chamber and li-

brary. Both were elabo-

rately furnished in mid-

Victorian taste. The li-

brary in particular has 

magnificent carved wood-

en bookcases.  

The Council Chamber 

proudly and prominently 

bore its Arms ð Cidade 

do Nome De Deus Não 

Há Outra Mais Leal.  High 

on the side walls of the 

chamber were photo-

graphs and portraits of the 

more recent governors of 

Macau. A small chapel 

opened off this, consecrat-

ed to our Lady of the Im-

maculate Conception, 

where councillors attend-

ed Mass before meetings. 

The library was for its day 

particularly fine. Its heavily 

carved, dark-stained 

bookcases were filled with 

a range of books selected 

for a well-educated read-

ership. There was no pulp 

fiction here, but there 

were many rare and valua-

ble works. Above was a 

gallery reached by a small 

staircase and this too was 

(Continued from page 2) 
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crammed with books.  

In building and stocking 

this library in the later 

19th century, the Council 

was making an important 

statement: Macau had a 

future. Many people had 

written it off and had left 

for Hong Kong, which 

offered a better life. St 

Josephõs Seminary, found-

ed in 1730, with a fine 

baroque building complet-

ed in 1758, was closed by 

government decree from 

Lisbon in 1870, despite 

impassioned protests from 

Macau. Nearly 20 years 

would pass before the 

APIM (Associação Promo-

tora da Instrução dos Ma-

caenses, the Association 

for the Education of the 

Macanese) succeeded in 

establishing two major 

schools to replace it ð the 

Escola Comercial ð the 

Commercial Institute and 

the Lyceu. Meanwhile, the 

library in the Leal Senado 

made a strong commit-

ment to the future of Ma-

cau.  

There must be tens of 

thousands of town coun-

cils around the world. 

Few, if any outside Eu-

rope, had a history ex-

ceeding four centuries in 

duration. More important-

ly, the proud title ôThere 

is none more loyalõ is 

unique. It is a record of an 

achievement of which the 

Macanese people are just-

ly proud. 

 Stuart Braga  

 

 

 

  

St. Patrickõs Day is cele-

brated by the Irish and 

Irish at heart around the 

world annually on the 17th 

March. ôWearing of the 

greenõ, shamrock, 

Leprechauns, pot of 

gold, four-leaf clo-

vers and the best of 

the Irish luck to 

you.     
  

Closer to home, 

this religious date 

marks a significant 

milestone and 

achievement for 

our familyõs 1st La-

dy ð who although 

tiny in stature, pos-

sesses much deter-

mination, spiritual 

strength and inner peace. 

We refer to none other 

than our dearest mother, 

Beatriz (Betty) Maria 

Vieira Ribeiro Cruz  as 

she celebrated 97 years 

on that day. You will 

therefore understand her 

fondness for the colour 

ôgreenõ and naming her 

first child Patricia. Birth-

days past 90+ years these 

days are a rarity. And 

so, when these occa-

sions arise we con-

tinue to thank 

God for all our 

Blessings.   
 

Mum enjoyed her 

favourite Ho Fun 

noodle dish over 

lunch on the 17th 

in a local Chinese 

Restaurant, then on 

Saturday 19th, at her eld-

est granddaughterõs home 

with 17 of her immediate 

family members. We trav-

elled from north and 

south coast and out west. 

Mum was happy to watch 

and share this precious 

time with her growing 

brood of grand and great 

grand children; plus stock-

ing up on her supply of 

lollies and chocolates.  

 

Birthday cards flowed in 

from relatives and close 

friends including her many 

nieces and nephews from 

the 

Vieira Ribeiro, Cruz and 

da Luz families both here 

and overseas. With a 

beaming smile, Mum read 

the verses and messages 

including emails, without 

eye glasses ð marvellous! 

Our 1st Lady holds the 

current title of being the 

oldest Casa member, if 

not also within a dwindling 

Macanese diaspora of that 

vintage in Australia. When 

asked what was on top of 

her wish list. She re-

pliedé.óto celebrate my 

100th birthdayó.... and so 

say us.  

Muito Parabens - 

Viva Mae!!   
 

 

Photo Caption : Betty 

with her 5 great grand 

sons (L to R: Liam, De-

clan, Betty with Harlan, 

Damon with Zachary)    
Footnote: Read more on 
this Familyõs numerological 
history with the number ô17õ 

ð coincidence or higher interven-

tion - watch this space  

(Continued from page 3) 

By Godės Graceğ 

Four Score and 17  
    

(Contributed by Yvonne Herrero) 



Josefa Coelho selected an 

amazing 11 course ban-

quet for us all to enjoy, 

with tastes to suit all pal-

ates, just to tantalize 

those that missed this 

night: Peking Duck, Spicy 

Salt and Pepper Prawns 

and Steamed Whole fish 

were some of the dishes 

we enjoyed. The service 

was excellent and quick, 

overall this restaurant was 

a good choice where we 

enjoyed our own dining 

room. Later, we then en-

joyed each otherõs talents 

with a Karaoke session 

lead by JP Ware as our 

DJ.  As you will note from 

a few photos of the night 

we definitely do have a 

few talented and brave 

singers.  Those members 

not participating in Karao-

ke, enjoyed the oppor-

tunity to catch up with 

old friends make new 

friends and meet some of 

our newer members. 

 

Sadly, the night ended all 

too soon, however an 

enjoyable night was had 

by all, so with full bellies 

and happiness we went 

home, waiting 

with eager antici-

pation for the 

next Casa func-

tion. Thanks to 

all of committee 

members, espe-

cially Josefa Coe-

lho for all the 

hard work bring-

ing this night to-

gether, much 

appreciated. 

 

Nina Deacon 

 

 

                 

Macanese Website    
www.macanesefamilies. 

com 

 

Members should visit 

Prof. Henrique dõAssump-

caoõs (Quito) website to 

see the changes that have 

been made recently. Many 

recipes and photographs 

have been added and 

Toneco da Silva has given 

permission to include all 

the photographs from his 

two publications on the 

Macanese Diaspora. Quite 

a few have already been 

added to the site. If you 

are not yet registered, 

you should consider doing 

so. The registration pro-

cess has also been 

streamlined. For those of 

you who already are, it 

would be a good idea to 

visit and check you family 

details, such as births, 

deaths, marriages etc. If 

they are not up to date, 

you can contact Quito 

with the new information. 

Generally it is family input 

that Quito relies on to 

keep the websiteõs data 

current. 
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Kung Hei Fat Choy    

Casa de Macau celebrates 

Chinese New Year.          

Saturday 26th February 

our Casa celebrated Chi-

nese New Year at the 

Marigold restaurant in 

Sydney, welcoming in the 

year of the Rabbit. We  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

had a fantastic turnout at 

the restaurant with 89 

members coming along to 

a night of fun, fine food 

and for a few brave souls 

to showcase that our 

Casa does have talent.  

Our committee led by Ed 

Rozario welcomed us to 

the New Year celebration 

to start off the night and 

then it was down to the 

serious business of eating.   

 

Our committee member 

   Buy Now Buy Now Buy Now    NSWNSWNSW   



Mia (3).  We traveled  

 

to Hong Kong and Macau 

when Lily was six months 

old (see pictures below). I 

feel strongly about the 

importance of preserving 

and sharing Macanese cul-

ture, especially with all of 

our children. I look for-

ward to learning more 

myself and organizing fu-

ture events for Casa de 

Macau in Queensland. 

 

The week after our 

Christmas New Year 

lunch saw incredible 

flooding around South 

East Queensland including 

Brisbane. The floods af-

fected many Casa mem-

bers including my family. 

Thankfully the water only 

came within three houses 

from us. Having experi-

enced the 1974 flood, 

some Casa members once 

again felt natureõs force. 

Showing great resilience 

and support from their 

families, they are working 

to put their lives back to 

normal. We send them 

our thoughts and wishes. 

 

A big thank 

you goes to 

Michella Xa-

vier who is 

helping to 

plan our 

event for Dia 

de S. João.  

This yearõs 

Qldõs São 

João Day 

will feature a 

home 

cooked 

Macanese 

luncheon 

which will be 

held in a cen-

tral Brisbane 

location to-

wards the 

end of June.   

 

At this yearõs Christmas 

New Year lunch many of 

the Qld members ex-

pressed interest in exhib-

iting their great Macanese 

cooking skills at the next 

function.  We are still 

asking for volunteers 

to help prepare tradi-

tional Macanese food 

for São João. A flyer 

confirming the date and 

venue will be posted out 

in early May. Please con-

tact either Michella or 

myself if you can assist. 

It will give our 

younger members 

a great opportuni-

ty to taste the 

unique cuisine 

and flavours of 

their culture. 

We are hop-

ing the en-

tertainment 

will include 

mahjong, 

Portuguese 

songs and 

games for 

the kids.  

 

Melissa Fox 

Qld Representative 

Ph: 07 3846 4664 

Email: melissa-

fox@optusnet.com.au  
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The traditional Christmas 

buffet luncheon at the 

Hilton  in Brisbane was 

held this year in the New 

Year on Sunday 9th Janu-

ary.  Thank you to the 

Casaõs President Ed Ro-

sario who organized the 

event and attended on the 

day.  Members enjoyed a 

scrumptious feast of sea-

food, roasts, salads, des-

serts and more.   

 

Even though I hadnõt 

touched a drop of cham-

pagne, I became caught up 

in the spirit of the day and 

found myself volunteering 

as the new Queensland 

State Representative !  

I am married to Paul 

OõKane whose mother 

Lydia OõKane (nee Xavier 

and sister to Albert, John, 

Manuel and Tony) was 

born in Hong Kong.  I am 

a stay-at-home Mum to 

our two daughters Lily (6) 

and 

   Buy Now Buy Now Buy Now    QueenslandQueenslandQueensland   

We have Casa de 

Macau Polo Shirts Sizes 

S (limited numbers) M, 

L, XL, XXL, XXXL and 

Casa de Macau Badges. 

The price for these 

items is a bargain $7 ea. 

Which includes postage. 

If interested in any of 

the above items contact 

Mary Rigby on 

rigbyfamily@ozemail. 

com.au or phone 02 

47333862 

0ÏÌÏ 3ÈÉÒÔÓ 
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years!! The finishing bell had 

rung at St. Paulõs Convent 

School in Causeway Bay, 

Hong Kong, and they were 

anxious to go home. How-

ever, the two 8-year-olds 

had no choice but to listen 

to the Voice of Authority! 

Little would they know that 

photo, which each had a 

copy and kept for more 

than five decades, would 

bring them back together to 

(almost) the same spot. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary 5 came and because 

of the then education 

system, Judy and Eddie 

were forced to part ð 

Eddie to St. Josephõs 

College and later emi-

grated to Toronto 

while Judy remained in 

St. Paulõs and ultimate-

ly settled in Sydney. 

They had no contact 

or communication 

with each other since 

1960.  

Two years ago, after see-

ing Judyõs name listed as a 

committee member in the 

Newsletter of Casa Aus-

tralia, Eddie contacted his 

first cousin, Yvonne Her-

rero, who was then its 

President. This led to Judy 

and Eddie re-establishing 

contact and left them with 

50 years of catching-up to 

do. Since they are living at 

opposite ends of the 

world, Hong Kong, their 

òheung haó seemed the 

most appropriate place to 

meet up which they did 

last November.  

A visit to their Alma Ma-

ter was a must. Alas, all 

the school buildings have 

been replaced and any 

attempt to create a 

òbefore and afteró photo 

was thwarted as the now-

legendary wall before 

which Judy and Eddie 

stood half a century ago, 

was no longer there!! The 

only structure from the 

past is the schoolõs im-

pressive Christ the King 

Chapel. òThat would do!ó 

Amid curious glances 

from those leaving after 

the morning mass, Judy 

and Eddie, this time most 

willingly and obligingly, 

assumed their respective 

poses for a photo which 

had its beginning way back 

in history!! It was their 

own special òEncontroó. 

Amigos Sempre!!  

This article is being pub-

lished contemporaneously 

in the current Newslet-

ters of both the Toronto 

Casa and the Australia 

Casa. 

 

Proud grandparents Frank 

and Vivi Correa are 

pleased to announce the 

arrival of their newest 

grandson Julian Mem Kelly 

Correa, details as follows: 

 

Parents:  Dr. Meg and Dr. 

Peter Correa 

 

Date of birth:  22nd De-

cember, 2010 at  John 

Flynn Hospital,  Tugun,  

Queensland. 

Our sincere congratula-

tions to the Correa family 
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ALL ROADS        

LEAD BACK TO 

HONG KONG  

(Co-authored by Eddie 

Cruz and Judy Rocha) 

òStand There Against The 

Wall, You Two, And Look 

At The Cameraó bellowed 

the father of Eddie Cruz 

Jr. some 52 years ago.  

Most reluctantly and with 

the sun in their eyes, Judy 

Rocha (Casa de Macau 

Australia) and Eddie (Casa 

de Macau, Toronto) did 

just that!! Not only were 

they classmates, they 

were such good friends 

that they sat next to each 

other for two consecutive 


