
Dear Members 

 

Happy New Year, I trust it 
was an enjoyable holiday 

season for you. On behalf of 
the Casa Committee may I 
wish you and your families, 

good health and joy through-
out the year, it is hard to 
imagine we are at the start 

of yet another year. It is 
however, a good time to 
map out our plans for the 

year. At the Casa, the focus 
of the Committee will be 

threefold. 

 

Firstly, we would like 2012 
to be the Year of the Youth. 

We hope to plug into the 
Youth Encontro being be 
held in Macau from 9 to 15 

April and plan our own ac-
tivities here in Australia 
which will encourage more 

participation from our 
younger members. As a start 

we have created a Youth 

Sub-Committee which 
Stephanie Deacon has 
agreed to head up. If you 
would like to serve in this 

group, please contact Steph-
anie direct at 
stef_p193@gmail.com . The 

sub-committee is charged 
with planning activities spe-

cifically for the under 35õs.  

 

Secondly, we would like to 

refresh and update our Casa 
website. The plan is to use 
this medium to broaden and 

speed up our communica-
tion with members and oth-
er Casa communities around 
the world. If you have the 

technical background and 
can assist us with this effort 
we would love to hear from 

you. Included in this effort is 
the organisation of the con-
tents of our library at the 

Cultural Centre and we 

thank Brendan Basto for 

offering to lead this project. 

 

Thirdly, I believe we will 

finally put the compliance 
and restriction issues of our 
Sydenham Cultural Centre 

behind us and begin to hold 
fun and interesting activities 
on the premises, as was the 

original thinking at the time 

of purchase. 

 

It will give me great satisfac-
tion to be able to report at 
the next AGM that all the 

above have been accom-
plished, please help in any 

way you cané. 

 

We will of course continue 

to work hard on the social 
aspects of the Casa and plan 
to hold a function every 
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Presidentõs Report 
Ed Rozario 

 Written at the request of 

Ed Rozario, President of 

the Casa de Macau, this 

article begins a short series 

on the origins of the Por-

tuguese in the Far East. Ed 

is surely right in comment-

ing that few Macanese 

people know how their 

Portuguese ancestors 

came to be in the Far East. 

Seeking a trade route to 

Asia, Portuguese seamen 

began to explore the west 

coast of Africa in the fif-

teenth century, at first cau-

tiously, and then as they 

grew more familiar with 

ocean currents and remote 

coastlines, more boldly. By 

the end of the century, two 

great navigators had reached 

India, and commenced an 
(Continued on page 2) 
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era of Western influence in 

Asia that would change the 

world forever. Bartholo-

mew Diaz rounded the 

Cape of Good Hope in 

1488; a decade later, Vasco 

da Gama arrived at Calicut 

on the west coast of India. 

In the next twenty years, a 

string of some forty Portu-

guese forts dotted the coast 

of Africa and Asia as Portu-

gal, a small country on the 

edge of Europe, established 

for half a century a commer-

cial and strategic empire 

greater by far than any oth-

er power in Europe.  It was 

an amazing achievement, 

and it left its legacy for the 

next five centuries. The Por-

tuguese occupation of Ma-

cau, which began in 1557, 

finally ended in 1999. Macau 

marked the furthest extent 

of the Portuguese empire. It 

was the first and last Euro-

pean colony in the Far East.  

Colonial expansion is com-

monly the result of com-

mercial prowess, often ac-

companied by religious zeal, 

sustained by overpowering 

military and naval force. This 

is broadly true of the 

astounding Portuguese con-

quests as they worked their 

way around the African 

coast and across the Indian 

Ocean between the late 

fifteenth and early sixteenth 

centuries. Francisco de Al-

meida who in 1506 was ap-

pointed the first Portuguese 

viceroy in the East, and his 

successor, Afonso de Albu-

querque saw that to secure 

trade they must destroy any 

who might stand in their 

way. This they did in 1509 in 

the Battle of Diu, a major 

naval engagement off the 
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quarter.  The majority of the 
financial subsidy from Casa 
will still be concentrated on 

our traditional events at Dia 
de Sao Joao (June) and 

Christmas (Nov/Dec) but we 
hope there will be sufficient 
member support to keep the 

Chinese New Year dinner 
(Feb) and the Cha Gordo 
(Sep) events on our annual 

social calendar. 

 

Other issues being discussed 

but not yet finalised, involve 
amendments to our Consti-
tution to introduce some 

financial control over the 
Committeeõs ability to utilise 
Casaõs assets and also to 

include a limit to the number 

of consecutive terms a presi-

dent may serve. 

 

More updates on all these 

issues as the year progresses.  

 

As you continue reading this 
Newsletter you might notice 

the two new sections. One is 
dedicated to reporting inter-
esting stories about the 

youngest amongst our mem-
bers, the Kids. The inspira-
tion for òKids Corneró is 

Brio dos Santos Leeós  
achievements. We hope this 
will be the beginning of news 
from and about the children 

of members of our commu-
nity. Please send in your sto-
ries to Jorge Estorninho our 

editor, I am sure everyone 

will enjoy reading them. 

 

The other new section we 
are calling òCommunity 
Newsó. The idea is to estab-

lish a bulletin board for 
members to post any news 
items, announcements, ser-

vices etc. that might be of 
interest or help to the com-
munity at large. The criteria 

being any services, products 
etc. that are posted would 
be of benefit to the Ma-

caenses Community at large. 
Each submission will be re-
viewed by the Committee on 

a case by case basis before 
being accepted. The Com-

mitteeõs decision will be final. 

 

I hope you will enjoy reading 
this issue of the Newsletter 
with special thanks to our 

editor for rushing the pro-

duction to enable us to catch 

the Chinese New Year an-

nouncements.  

 

On behalf of the Committee, 
may I wish you all òKung Hei 
Fat Choyó and may the Year 

of the Dragon bring you un-
told happiness and great for-

tune! 

 

Best wishes, 

Ed Rozario 
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